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BACKGROUND 

On 20 March 2000, applicant filed international application PCT/EP00/02441, which 
claimed priority of an earlier European Patent Office application filed 19 March 1999. A copy of 
the international application was communicated to the USPTO from the International Bureau on 
28 September 2000. A Demand for international preliminary examination, in which the United 
States was elected, was filed on 02 October 2000, prior to the expiration of nineteen months from 
the priority date. Accordingly, the thirty-month period for paying the basic national fee in the 
United States expired at midnight on 19 September 2001. 

On 19 September 2001, applicant filed national stage papers in the United States 
Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US). The submission was accompanied by, inter alia, the 
basic national fee required by 35 U.S. C. 371(c)(1). 

On 01 November 2001, the DO/EO/US mailed a Notification of Missing Requirements 
Under 35 U.S.C. 371 (Form PCT/DO/EO/905), which indicated that a properly executed oath or 
declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.497 must be filed. 
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On 23 January 2002, applicant filed a response to the 01 November 2001 Notification of 
Missing Requirements. The response states that it includes a signed declaration. 



A review of the application file indicates that the declaration filed 23 January 2002 
consists of two pages. The first page is labeled as "Page 1 of 2", and the second page is labeled as 
"Page 3 of 3". The declaration does not identify each inventor and the country of citizenship of 
each inventor as required by 37 CFR 1.497(a)(3). 



A proper response must be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this 
decision. Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a), but the period for response set 
forth in the 01 November 2001 Notification of Missing Requirements may not exceeded. A 
proper response would include a declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.497. 

Please direct further correspondence with respect to this matter to the Commissioner for 
Patents, Box PCT, Washington, DC. 2023 1, and address the contents of the letter to the 
attention of the PCT Legal Office. 
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